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't looks good

[he remarkable paper
its of Danish artist
Karen "Bit’ \/1]|( come

o the American
Swedish Institute in an

"";H})” ()[ ':}“"” l)('f“”y.

By Amy Carlson Gustafson

wgustofsoniproneerpress.com

Cutting snowflakes or hearts out ol paper I8 something most
people first attempt In grade school. Growing up in Denmark,
Bit” Velle recalls making paper cuts at Christmas and
ter along with the rest of her classmates. But it wasn't
rip to Copenhagen as a teenager that Vejle discovered
the magic of paper cutting. She saw a man Sitting outs ide cut
ting something that wasn't a snowflake
“It was a little piece of art,” Vejle said on the phone from
her home in Norway about the stranger’s creation. “And |
P

was totally astonished by it. I went directly home and

rabbed mv mother's embroldery scissors, and from that day,

N paper cutter being airy
en. Over the vears, Velle

ymplex cuttings resembling

redible Psaligraphy of Karen Bit Vejle,”
r paper creations, opens Saturday at the
titute. Vejle describes walking through
the exhibit re her work is mounted between glass and
hung from the celling, ¢

entering a “forest of paper cuts.”

She'll talk about her art and lead tours this weekend

IT LOOKS GOOD ON PAPER, 4C»

Now cut that out! Karen “Bit” Vejle, her snips and the amazing results.

Pop music Music > Sound Affects

s Hey, Soul Asylum!

in Washington, D.C,, )
in Febrgary 1964, What S the rUSh?

It looks like Soul Asy-
lum fans won't have to
wait another six years for
a new album. The four-
plece band has been
recording fresh material
with an eye toward a 2014

. =8 o port on Feb. 7, 1964, they secured a spot

gave their entire catalog a much-
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» It looks good on paper

Surprisingly, it wasn't until recently that Vejle, 55,

went public with her art. Instead of sharing her gint

for transforming a sheet of paper into large-scale

dreamscapes, she kept her talent under wraps for
decade:
“I thought it was not very cool to be s0 passionate

;l!)”“: ;l-l;)"’ (-”””“1“ 80 l lh(“l ! !l'” 'N'lel' -”)“l“ ”,

Vejle said. “ I'‘hrough all these years, I've made a lot

of paper cuts. | didn’t have any places to keep them,

g0 | ‘,”[ them under my rugs | never ”ll)ll}',hx ”]l‘_\'

would have any interest for others. 50 [ just kept

them safe under my rugs

SiX vears ago, her cover was bhlown

| was cutting during a weekend when one of my col
leagues came to visit,” said Velle, who was a ‘T'V producer
I'hat particular day, I had been cutling, so all
over my house were small paper pleces He came In and
ald ‘What are vou doing?’ And then | had to tell him about
the paper cuts He called the Museum of Decorative Arts
and see what BIt has

at the ume

and said. “You have to come here

under ner rugs

Inspired by ever vihing from classical music compositions

to the words Danish philosopher Soren Kierkegaard
Vejle's pleces range from the whimsical to contemplative
Using scissors, paper, patience and precision, her papes
cuttings can take up to a year to complete. Her largest
paper cut is more than 16 feet. And if ¢ he makes even a tim

|

cutting. it can be a disaster. She Says shu

mistake while
' n't make many fatal cuts an
Pollock
grams at the American Swedish Instituts

demonstrates how a tradition rooted in a particular cuitur

!
director of exhibits, collections and

Seotl ns i
avs Velle's work

can be “repurposed and made personal yet widely access)
.’AJ‘

“As a psaligraphy artist raised in Denmark would b
easy to pigeonhole Karen's work into something that oni
builds on Andersen’s,” Pollock said. "However, her work

speaks to stories that we all relate to utilizes material from
all parts of the globe and engages a sense of curiosity and
discovery that's universally a part of us all, It's neither “oid
work nor is it entirely ‘new’ For these reasons, Karen

one of the most largely recognized paper-cut artists in Ux
world toda

Her work is in high demand, too. Besides showing
paper cuts around the globe, including two shows later thi
vear in China, she has been commissioned to do work i
French fashion house Hermes and a few luxury hols
Vejle believes one of the reasons her work, and paper cul
ting in general. is so valued is because people realize the
level of skill required to make such compiex plece

We have all tried to make a little snowflake, and we all
know it is quite difficult.” Vejle said. “So when peopile coms
in and look at these very big paper cuts, they immediately

aAKen a Jong, long time

! A thi
tion is the key point why i1 has (aken o Bxe Uns
[e g r
/r‘v'v 0 ) torfoen p be reoche /uf’ 22k f’ lb’ Follow her
lt*v-o‘ nyg !
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> The Beatles

first. with the stereo versions a mere afterthought There are notabtie

differences in some of the songs, and many serious Beatles fans deem

the mono albums to be the closest reproduction of the Beaties origing

intent for how their music should sound

WHAT'S DIFFERENT ABOUT "THE U.S. ALBUMS 7

in England, the Beatles originally released their music via -track

slbums and as s Ngies, many W which were not repeated y the ful

ength records For & vaniety of reasons, from the way royaity payments

WEre CalCuiated 10 the desire 1o wring the most cash out of what was

thought to be » passing fad, the Beatles label, Capinol Records

Chose 10 create its own versions of those records, Cutty batk to

.

g " "y

or 14 SONGgS ANt A00iNg INGgIes and Other oOMes I0Ng the way

mithe US

[he Beaties

that were crested

young Beatles fans grew up spinnung tithes ke

second Album.” “Someth ng New and "Beaties 0

‘v.f',.‘- stem -stvie 1rom NnuMmerous SOu ey S iy ¥ e Arrwrr s an
market. The '.'wt'v-'u‘ ceased with Fa 4 ‘r‘" "'Pt"' wurly HMearts
Club Band.” and the Beaties finad alburms arrived with the came Lrach

lists and (over art here and abrcad
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What: “Papercut

of Karen Bit Vejle”

»

Mpis.

free for ages S and

the early Capitol albums went out of print and — in the band’s mind,

anyway — out of mind

But millions of people grew up listening to the U.S. albums, and many
later passed them on to their own kids, so there was always a demand
for them on CD. The Beatles finally found out just how large that market
was when they tested the waters with “The Capitol Albums, Volume |
a 2004 box set that offered four of the early U.S. albums on CD. It
quickly went gold, as did 2006's “Volume 2" despite the sets’ flimsy,

garish packaging

S0 the arrival of “The U.S, Albums”™ isn't too surprising, especially given
all the free publicity it's going to get this year. Hardcore fans will devour
the many shght variations in song mixes and versions that can be found
in the box, aithough the differences are probably too subtie for most

nsteners

Boomers are just as likely to
enyoy finally owning tities ke
006

and Today

infamous “ Yesterday

on LD for the fust
time. The original slbum art is
orne of the most familiar,
prring, images of the group
that euists and shows the

g nreng Beaties swurrounded by

slatys of rpw meat and

Using scissors, paper, patience 3

’ . ’
paper C ,’“:’,"', can tave Up 10 2

When: Opens Saturday; throug

Where: American S

Cost: $9 adults, $7 ages 62 and older

opening reception from S to 8:30 p.m
lead tours of the exhibit at )

12:30 p.m. Saturday

Information: 612-871-4907 or asimn.org
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Artist appearances: Vejle will discuss the exhibet at an
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> Ross Raihala

surday’s g with Carcline
Smith, Heiruspecs and the Cactus
Blossoms yaning Howler

rat Avenue has another all-Hocs
show planned Thursday R's the
venue's annual Best New Bands
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